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person with an astonishing capacity for belief, yet one who
is at the same time extremely difficult to take.in. In other
words, the very person to accept Dr Tahra Bey's invitation to
his platform at the ^Eolian Hall.
I was asked to write on a piece of paper the name of some
object in the hall which I should like him to touch. I wrote
this down at a table in a far corner of the stage. Shielding the
paper with my hand, I put what I had written into an envelope
and sealed it, and gave it to an attendant, who held it in full
view of the audience. Dr Tahra Bey then took me by the
hand, and for five minutes conducted a frantic thought-
reading search through the hall with me acting as his guide,
He failed. I then said the object was my own cigar-case, which
I had slipped into the pocket of the friend with me. This, of
course, was B. The chairman intervened: " Mr Agate, you
cannot have heard. While you were writing I announced that
the object must not belong to the person assisting Tahra
Bey." Whereupon the latter said to me in French, " Will you
have the kindness to try another experiment immediately ? "
I agreed. Again Dr Tahra Bey took my hand, and this time
led me at a gallop to the middle of the room, and at once put
his hand on a lady's white shawl. My envelope being opened,
the chairman read out, " The white shawl."
Of course, there may have been somebody looking through
the black velvet curtains, and reading " white shawl" with
the aid of Sam Weller's "pair o' patent double million
magnifyin' gas microscopes of hextra power." Of course,
there may have been somebody lying on a batten in the roof
with an arrangement of mirrors and binoculars. Of course,
the writing-table may have had transmitters which instan-
taneously reproduced my handwriting. Of course, all this
Heath Robinsonian spying may have been telepathed to Dr
Tahra Bey. I find the thought-reading explanation easier.
Later I stood on the stage by the coffin in which Dr Tahra Bey
was buried alive. It is possible that this had a false bottom.
It is possible that the management of the JEolian Hall had
permitted a trapdoor to be cut in its stage, and that during
the eight minutes of his immuring Dr Tahra Bey was- smoking
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